340                    THE   C,REIT   RRRRIJJON

ardent Independents were expelled, and the re-
mainder, the u Rump," \vas wholly at the mcrc)T of
the military. It was resolved to bring Charles to
trial, and for this purpose it was declared to be
treason to levy war against the representatives and
liberties of the people, and a High Court of Justice
was appointed. When he was caused to appear
before this body, the king naturally refused to plead,
and equally naturally was condemned to death.
Two days later he was executed in front of his own
palace of Whitehall, protesting on the scaffold that he
died a martyr to his zeal for the liberties, civil and
religious, of his country. This claim and the calm
courage with which he met his fate did much to
enlist sympathy upon his side which was very far
from being merited, but which served to obliterate
the memory of his many misdeeds (1649).

By all parties the execution of Charles I. has been
regarded as at least a blunder, but it is hard to
suggest an alternative course which might have
succeeded. His death, indeed, merely revived the
royalist part)'. Marry who had opposed him were
prepared to be reconciled to his son, and many more,
including even devoted Parliamentarians like Fairfax,
revolted from the idea of such violence. To the
other courses, however, which might have been
adopted there were grave objections. Charles had
shown himself to be a man in whom no confidence
could be placed, and whom no oaths could bind He
regarded it almost as a religious duty to retain his
absolute power, which, as he thought, had been
entrusted to him by God. And had he been restored